Chapter XIII

FROM THE  LATERAN  TREATY
TO  ABYSSINIA

T,

HE Lateran Treaty gave the Pope an absolute minimum
of territory. He himself pointed out that he had no desire
for more, and it is understood that he could have obtained
at least a little more, but not much. He was, however,
content with a territory amounting to one hundred acres.
In addition he was given the Lateran, the House of
Propaganda, and the Papal Villa at Castel Gandolfo.
He felt himself that it was not so much the gaining of
territory that was required as the prestige of being inde-
pendent. He had his own railway station, an airport and
a radio, also a Law Courts, a special currency, his own
stamps, his own guards and his police; but more important
even than these things in the mind of the Pope was the
fact that a Concordat was signed at-the same time with the
Italian State. So important did the Pope consider the
Concordat that he has made it quite clear on more than
one occasion that the two things go together: that is to
say, should Mussolini, or his successors, break the Con-
cordat, then the Vatican would consider the Lateran
Treaty at an end.
The terms of the Concordat insisted that the National
Church of Italy should be the Roman Catholic Church.
This in itself was almost revolutionary, since, however